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RESULTS FROM EMPLOYER CONSULTATION SURVEY 
 

 
 

Q5. Does the 'Roofer Trailblazer' profile accurately describe what you would expect a Roofer Apprentice to be able to accomplish on completion of their 

Apprenticeship? 

 30no roofing employers responded YES 

 0no roofing employers responded NO 
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Q4 How relevant are the occupational titles to the job role 
within your organisation?

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

The principles of Health,Safety and Welfare, Employment Law and how these are…

How to communicate with others and comply with instructions and directions

The different techniques and methods used to handle and store materials

How to interpret and use relevant product information and specifications

How to calculate quantity, length, area and wastage of resources

The principles of condensation,the factors involved and the standard methods of…

The principles of insulation and effects on heat loss in roofs

Basic drawings and calculate material quantities from given information

The principles relating to common defects and the repair and maintenance of roofs

Why/when/how Health and Safety control equipment should be used when…

How to use, maintain and store power tools and associated equipment

How to work safely at height and use access equipment correctly

The needs of other workers and how to work effectively with others

Q7. How important is each of the core knowledge elements to the 
standard? [please refer to the core knowledge section of the standard]

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0% 120.0%

The principles of roof slating and tiling and how they are applied in routine
tasks (please refer to the Apprenticeship Standard)

How to use key dimensions relating to batten gauges and min/max head lap

How to check areas to be covered, including correct installation of cavity
trays, roof timbers etc

How to requisition slating and tiling materials such as tiles, slates, underlay
etc

Q9. How important is each of the Roof Slating and Tiling knowledge elements to the 
standard? 

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%

The principles of membrane waterproofing and how they are applied in
routine tasks (please refer to the Apprenticeship Standard

How to requisition membrane waterproofing materials

Q11. How important is each of the Waterproof Membranes Installer knowledge 
elements to the standard? 

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

The principles of sheeting and cladding and how they are applied in routine
tasks (please refer to the Apprenticeship Standard)

How to requisition sheeting and cladding materials

Q13. How important is each of the Roof Sheeter and Cladder knowledge elements to 
the standard? 

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0%

Effective Communication -verbal,written, body language presentation

Team Work - work effectively with others with limited supervision

Independent Working - take responsibility for completing their own work

Logical Thinking - use clear and valid reasoning when making decisions

Working Effectively - undertake the work in a reliable and productive manner

Time Management - use own time effectively to complete the work on
schedule

Adaptability - be able to adjust to changed work instructions

Q22. How important is each of the Core Behaviour elements to the standard? 

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

Work safely and be aware of key health, safety and welfare issues

Plan and carry out their work to commercial standards of quality and speed

Move, handle and store resources, complying with relevant legislation and guidance

Interpret and follow verbal and written work instructions from trade supervisors and site
managers

Select the required materials and resources to carry out the work

Set up and check plant and/or equipment

Install related materials and components as appropriate to the specification

Use,maintain and store hand tools, power tools and associated equipment

Access, interpret and use drawings and specifications to carry out their work

Q14. How important is each of the Core Skill elements to the standard? 

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

Carrying out a rang of job tasks including measuring, marking out, fitting,
finishing, positioning and securing

Install plain tiles, interlocking tiles,natural slates and fibre-cement slated

Install underlay, battens and related roofing components

Install pre-formed lead and/or proprietary flashings

Install dry and wet fixed products to verges, hips, ridge and valleys

Install insulation and ventilation products for warm and cold roof
construction

Install roof and windows and flashing kits

Q16. How important is each of the Roof Slater and Tiler skill elements to the 
standard? 

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0% 100.0%

Carrying out a rang of job tasks including measuring, marking out, fitting,
finishing, positioning and securing

Clean, Dry and prepare surfaces for waterproofing systems

Install reinforced bitumen and/or single-ply,and/or liquid applied, and/or
mastic asphalt waterproof systems

Install insulation and ventilation products for warm and cold roof
construction

Maintain and repair flat and/or pitched roofs

Q18. How important is each of the Waterproof Membrane Installer skill elements to 
the standard? 

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0% 120.0%

Not at all important

Slightly Important

Important

Fairly Important

Very Important

No opinion

Q20. How important is each of the Sheeter and Cladder skill 
elements to the standard? [please only answer if this is relevant to 

your organisation]

Install related materials, flashings, vents, fittings/components as appropriate to the specification

Maintain,repair and over-sheet existing roofs

Install composite and built-up systems and rainwater goods

Access suitability of structure to receive cladding materials

Clean, Dry and prepare surfaces for cladding systems

Carrying out a rang of job tasks including measuring, marking out, fitting, finishing, positioning and securing

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0% 70.0% 80.0% 90.0%

Effective Communication -verbal,written, body language presentation

Team Work - work effectively with others with limited supervision

Independent Working - take responsibility for completing their own work

Logical Thinking - use clear and valid reasoning when making decisions

Working Effectively - undertake the work in a reliable and productive
manner

Time Management - use own time effectively to complete the work on
schedule

Adaptability - be able to adjust to changed work instructions

Q22. How important is each of the Core Behaviour elements to the standard? 

No opinion Very Important Fairly Important Important Slightly Important Not at all important

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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Q25. The level of the Apprenticeship is proposed as a level 2. Is this the correct level? 

 

 29no roofing employers responded YES 

 0no roofing employers responded NO 

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0% 45.0% 50.0%

Strongly disagree

Disagree

Neither disagree or agree

Agree

Strongly agree

Q24. Under trailblazer criteria, VQ's are not required to gain competency cards or 
complete the framework. To what extent do you agree they should be retained?

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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Q27. How long do you feel it should take for an average apprentice to acquire the 
minimum skills and knowledge to be deemed competent for this occupation?

Series2 Series1

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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CONSULTATION OUTCOME – HOW WE ADAPTED THE STANDARD 
 

We have carried out a two reviews of the answers received through the consultation phase.  

- 26th May 2016 – interim review with the Trailblazer Employer group – discuss the responses received to the consultation phase to that date and carry 

out the amendments to standard based on these comments: 

 

Q8. Are there any core knowledge elements missing that you feel are essential to the standard? 

        There were 17 comments made some of them as follows: 

- PPE, Manual Handling, Emergency First Aid at Work, Asbestos Awareness  

- The roof tile / slater module does not include the removal of existing materials (including asbestos). 

- Importance of site inductions, use of tool box talks, other ancillary training such as PASMA, IPAF asbestos awareness, abrasive wheels etc. 

- Appropriate Manufacturer training, Roofing basics (terminology, types of construction etc), Roofing good practice 

- Customer service 

- Various product types and the differences and potential specific requirements 

- How to complete work on a time scale 

- Understanding of the British standards requirements 

 

There were minor amendments completed as most of them have already been included in the standard or would be included in the assessment plan. 

 

10. Are there any Slating and Tiling knowledge elements missing that you feel are essential to the standard? 

There were 4 comments received: 

- COSHH 

- Identifying different natural slates be it from the UK or from Spain, Canada or further a field and how to sort and grade slates properly. 

- BS5534 

- Identifying roof defects 

All have been already covered in the standard or are due to be included in the assessment plan. 

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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Q12. Are there any Waterproof Membranes Installer knowledge elements missing that you feel are essential to the standard? 

 There were 3 comments received: 

- From the information I'm not sure what level 1 in English and Maths really is....... and what effect this will have one foreign students 

- Identifying roof defects 

- Protecting finished roofs 

All have been already covered in the standard or are due to be included in the assessment plan. 

 

 

 

Q15. Are there any of the Core skills elements missing that you feel are essential to the standard? 

There was one comment received. 

- Communication has to be core skill 

 

This is covered by core behaviours. 

 

 

 

Q17. Are there any of the Roof Slater and Tiler Skills elements missing that you feel are essential to the standard? 

 There were two comments received: 

- Asking an apprentice to install 4 products, plain tiles, interlocking tiles, natural slates and fibre cement is going to take a lot of time. These 4 

products should be regionalised, for example plain tiles a forming and installing lead 

- Slate Grading 

 

These have been covered already in the standard but will be expanded on the assessment plan. 

 

  

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/
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Q19. Are there any of the Waterproof Membrane Installer skills elements missing that you feel are essential to the standard? 

 There were two comments received: 

- Making sure the aesthetics is right. 

- No, but Mastic Asphalt is a separate skill with it's own training course over a period of 3-4 years. I don't believe Mastic Asphalt should be included 

in this scheme. 

 

The Trailblazer employer group have discussed at length if the Mastic Asphalt should be a stand alone should be kept separately as a stand alone 

standard. As the mastic asphalter could not be incorporated in the Waterproof membrane installer occupation, the decision was made that the mastic 

asphalt will have its own Trailblazer standard and it would be developed later on under the Mastic Ashphalt Council. 

 

 

 

Q24. Under trailblazer criteria, VQ's are not required to gain competency cards or complete the framework. To what extent do you agree they should be 

retained? 

 The Trailblazer employer group has carried out extensive discussions whether the VQ should be included in the standard. Concerns were raised in 

relation to the CSCS card, however Gordon Jenkins, CSCS Operations Director has clarified that CSCS are happy to support the Trailblazer for Roofing and look 

to work with the group in putting in place a CSCS Apprentice Card without the need of a VQ qualification. 

 The outcome of the discussions was that the VQ is not included in the Trailblazer for Roofing standard. 

 

 

 

Q25. The level of the Apprenticeship is proposed as a level 2. Is this the correct level? 

 It was a unanimous response that the Trailblazer for Roofing Standard should be a Level 2  

http://www.nfrc.co.uk/

